
Living Green

Strategic Pillar for Change
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Direction Our Future Mississauga is a city that co-exists in harmony with its ecosystems,  
where natural areas are enhanced, forests and valleys are protected, the waterfront connects 
people to Lake Ontario, and communities are nurtured so that future generations enjoy a  
clean, healthy lifestyle.

Principle Mississauga is a city that values its shared responsibility to leave a legacy of a  
clean and healthy natural environment.

Strategic Goals

Lead and Encourage Environmentally Responsible 
Approaches – to lead and promote the utilization of technologies 
and tactics to conserve energy and water, reduce emissions 
and waste, improve our air quality, and protect our natural 
environment.

Conserve, Enhance and Connect Natural Environments –  
to be responsible stewards of the land by conserving, enhancing 
and connecting natural environments.

Promote a Green Culture – to lead a change in behaviours to 
support a more responsible and sustainable approach to the 
environment, that will minimize our impact on the environment 
and contribute to reversing climate change.
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Living Green
Mississauga is blessed with a rich environment and array of green 
spaces, including natural areas such as wetlands, woodlands, 
creeks and streams, as well as an inventory of almost 500 parks.

Environmental issues are at the forefront of our conversations 
these days. Climate change is the issue of our lifetime. It is 
believed that our actions are reflected in the environment and the 
quality of the environment directly impacts our health. During the 
public engagement process, our residents were vocal about the 
need to conserve and enhance our natural environment. Indeed, 
Mississauga’s citizens are dedicated participants in environmental 

national award from Communities in Bloom, a program designed 
to foster civic pride, environmental responsibility and beautification 
through community participation. More needs to be done. Consider 
the following implications and critical issues facing Mississauga as 
we begin the 21st century:

Public health. The health of people and the health of the 
environment are inherently linked. We need to think of both when 
reshaping our living environments. Increasingly, we’re aware of the 
responsibility and opportunities for cities to significantly improve 
the health of its citizens, through two basic strategies: enabling 
healthy lifestyles; and securing a clean, sustainable environment. 
Encouraging active lifestyles and breaking the car-dependency of 
Mississauga citizens will be imperative moving forward to ensure 
healthier residents, but also to contribute positively to a more 
sustainable city.

Pollution. Air and water quality, industrial pollution, greenhouse 
gases, and the state of our natural areas affect all aspects of our 
lives from personal health to enjoyment of our physical spaces. Our 
understanding of how different land use patterns and urban forms 
influence indicators such as energy consumption and greenhouse 
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gas emissions is changing every day. Transportation has evolved as 
one of the greatest contributors to greenhouse gases, and greatest 
consumers of energy (mostly fossil fuels). The next generation of 
Mississauga residents will need to significantly change how we move 
people and goods around, re-thinking the mode of transportation 
required, the distances traveled, the energy consumed and the land 
and infrastructure required. We will need to provide great public 
transit and an urban form that supports walking and active modes of 
transportation. Creating places where people are able to undertake 
a myriad of daily activities in proximity will diminish the need to travel 
extensively, and reduce the use of cars.

Urbanization. Climate change and environmental issues associated 
with urbanization are at the forefront of our conversations these 
days. Mississauga needs to respond with innovative solutions. 
From the perspective of urban form the city will focus actions and 
direct resources towards improving connections and completing 
communities with walkable, mixed-use centres as well as a range 
of strategies, including those for LEED-certified buildings and 
neighbourhoods, green roofs, reducing impermeable surfaces, 
reducing energy consumption, and expanding the tree canopy.

Quality of fresh water. Mississauga is fortunate to be located on 
the shore of Lake Ontario, part of the largest system of freshwater 
lakes in the world. The Great Lakes and their watersheds are home 
to a huge variety of fish, wildlife and plant species. Residents and 
businesses in Mississauga depend on Lake Ontario for a safe and 
reliable source of drinking water. The quality of fresh water and 
consequently the water coming into Lake Ontario is a major concern. 
Only one per cent of the water in the Great Lakes Basin is renewed 
annually through rainfall and snowmelt. We must all be “champions” 
of the Great Lakes and their watersheds by helping to conserve water 
use and to protect the quality of our water.

Renewable Energy. Concerns about climate change and 
environmental impacts along with the rising costs of non-renewable 
resources demand that we look at alternative forms of energy for our 
city. Renewable sources of energy such as solar power, wind, rain, 
tides and geothermal heat need to be considered in order to ensure 
our sustainability.

We can’t do it alone. Environmental protection requires a new 
level of synergy between the City and other levels of government, 
conservation authorities, the private sector, non-profit organizations, 
and the community. But with smart choices, Mississauga has a 
chance to become one of the leading green cities.


