ng his 19 vears on
ut, he says,
hen a prospective
ed Henry $500 to push
station application.

¥ rnanager leavesat

Robert Welsh,
Henry (Hank to his friends) is the

E of Mississauga. Three accepted jobs
with the region of Peel.

_ He has been a civic employee here
since 1955,
numbed his
thousands of
fielded as ma
information Gpe

Is as a Bell Canada

Mississauga to match all the bylaws.
Henry often fried to make residents

sée the humorous side when they called

to rip a strip oft the townshi

wuption fled when

he chief of police in.

onith for a $33.000 seat -

Ontario Municipal
‘Board. He was appointed Friday for a-
three-year term by Attorney- General\

seventh senior civil servant to leave the
administration oftices of the new city Henrv tor help. Ouce he sent a brand

- new $80.000 aer Lal metruck to rescu
dis ; ,

1t time he has
v sitting thr‘oug,h;_
uncil meetings and

He has enough‘ stories about

- He was successtul-when an irate man

complained that a flock of starlings

- were roosting on an‘overhead telephone

wire and dropping a line of white on his
freshly paved driveway.
~“l:have a t‘eeling those starlings are
from Etobicoke,)’ suggested Henry as
the man burst out'laughing. -
* Another time he played doctor when

a woman complained that her neighbor
~buried a cat in a flower bed deacent to
her property.

¢t gives e the creeps.’” said the:
“waman, but Henry -— who was a

farmboy=didn’{:see her point. He told

“her to take two asprins and rest. She
;dzd and called back to thank him. ;

Hescue
Cats ofternt plagued Henry, They

“Scrambled up trees and remained there

for days while (heir owners begged

teline 1n
recarded

said Héni{v

has watehed Peel grow from a rural
embryo. He hails from a Bolton

Henry, 46, born:under the sign of Leo.

girls, All his hrothers play an

important

is‘as familiar to farmers as Borden’s or
Serge milker. ;

ebates o

Henry was a middle child in his large

family. They (ravelled to ‘their one--

room school by horse and buggy.

He wasg a teenager in the romantm
forties when girls did the jitterbug at
Weston Collegiate in short black tunics:

Competition was keen among students;
~Henry often had fierce debates with
fellow  student, Jean:Black, who he:"
‘married much later after an eight-year

courtship. He was fond of public

speaking ‘and considéred becoming a

clergyman. His family was active in

the church and he had-a “wonderful -
minister’’ during his teenage years,

fe, he recalls, was pleasant. He

education.

iwo exciting decades in the

! in  agriculture  in-
Southern Ontario. The name of Stewart

'letams a ladylike scoldin

) g enaugh to save ymcmev for

art of a career which

as assistant secretavy-treasurer of the
Toronto Township planning board. His
brain caught fire at the idea of creating
anew town fromscratch.

Henry started work when (he late
Mary Fix was reeve. He remembers
her as an. ‘‘exciting’’ woman who

-tapped her cigarette at a furious pace

when -angry. His memory bank still
ve
him for a leak to the | he
attributed to him.

‘He became close friends W},th former

‘councillor Vie Vignalle, a Jamaican.

who ran a florist shop in Dixie Plaza

‘Henry wds inipressed with Vignalle's
~ability to oppose a roemtul of angry

residents and still win their vote at the
polls;

“He used his own ]udgement on
matters which made me respect him'’.

_Henry worked extensively with

_major developers and helped process
all subdivision plans when this city was

knowr as the Township of Toronto, He
remembers when Bruce McLaughlin

__was a university student with small
__ subdivisions of perhaps 10 to 12 homes,

His eyes light up at the mention of
the Robert Speck years in Peel. Speck
he says, had a ‘tremendous knack for

getting people to work for him.

‘Some people say he was flamboyant

_ but I think of him as a quiet person who

™
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was truly a peoplesperson. He could
solve a ratepayer problem and consider
the long termresults as well. He wasn 't
afraid of making mistakes.”’

Haunted
He is still vaguely haunted by the

~ (continued from page N-1)
the clerk-treasurers’ association of
Ontario for seven years. He is also on
the commitiee to advise the Ministry of
Colleges and Universities on education

memory of the late Albert‘(,r(f(‘)kes, a needs in local government as it
selt-declared ombudsmen. for Toronto pertains to the course in community
Fownship. Crookes arrived at every colleges

Mr. Stewart is not among those who

couneil meeting with the Statutes of
condemn highrise apartment living.

Ountario, ready to correct'any error on
the part of elecied representatives or
the administratio
He finds it rewasdmg ta-think of the

although he Hnnks it less than ideal for
cluldren

improvement made in the Lakeview CAUTIOUS
ared. 7‘When he”;o}neq’_ the township, He has a cautious approach when it
Lakeview was filled with shacks and comes to any  criticism of

Mississauga His. onlv comment was a’
.wish for somethiig better than the
business strip along Dundas Street.
Visits to Europe make it difficult for
him to comprehend some people’s
contention that Mississauga might be
overpopulated in some areas.

His decxslon to leave the city he

sewage ran in the dilches. He helped
many residents with renovation plans
which’ called for  winterization of
coltages, construction of foundations
and brickiag over a [rame bungalow.

it 19606 Henrv was appointed deputy
manapger and deputy clerk of Toronto
Township He conlinued this dual role
until 1569 when he moved up to deputy
town manager  of  the Town of
Mississauga He became city manager
tast December prior to the ereation of
the new ity of Mississauga in 1974,
o He is a member of the board of
directors of - the : Association - of
Municipalities of Ontario cand has
served on the education committee of
N4

- helped create was not a light one.

“T like to think I'm going to the
Ontario Municipal Board rather than
leaving Mississauga. It’s a new side of
what I've been involved in all my live,”
he said.

Henry admits that the OMB has
received considerable criticism from
Metro recently but believes it acts as a
beneficial check and balance for local
municipalities.

Henry has lived only briefly in -the
city he helped create. After a few years
in Toronto he and his wife moved to
Streetsville (a separate town until
January of this year) so she could walk
to the high school where she taught
English and history. They -have lived
there since and find it convenient,

Their home is at the end of Vista
Heights Drive and faces a large em.p}y;/

, city manager of Mississaugs, has lived in

his life. He bas been appointed to the Ontario
Municipal Board. Soon It will be his job te setile disputes he-
tween developers and ratepayers in Ontario. He sees i as an
extension of his mumcnpal career. All his life he has worked
with people.

94

There’s a place for this lifestyle he says

The Misgissauga News

field south of the defunct Streetsyii
Water Tower. Antique pine cupboards
a 10-foot fireplace ‘and lots of book:

. make a comfortablé home for the
" Stewart family.

Henry and Jean had their family late
in their marriage. So, now, when most
couples their age have teenagers the
Stewarts are romping with four active
boys from 4 to 11

“It has it’s disadvantages and
adyantages"’ said Henry who juggles
swimming, skiing, hockey practises

and trips fo the Toronto French School
which their oldest son attends. '
ROUGH

This year Henry is managing the
Streetsville PUC hockey team with a
15-year-old coach. Despite his
enthusiasm for hockey, he hopes his
boys will drop out when they are
teenagers. He says it’'s  rough and
can’t be used through a lifetime like
tennis or skiing.

Henry has great admiration for his
82-year-old father, his namesake who
works as the general storekeeper at
Black Creek Pioneer Village.

“He was worried when he had to take.

~a driving test at 80 but he made it. He

drives to work every day. I sure hope I
have that spirit at his age.”

Henry is among 12 members Slttln;' |
on the Ontario Municipal Board. Hi:
duties will take him throughout the

‘province. He: will not rule on
Mississauga applications for
some time,

If he’s anything like his father he
may become the grand old man of the
OMB.




