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Ontario Finance Mmis-
ter Charles Sousa and Mis-

(Feb. 22) to discuss local
funding issues amid regur- .
_gentand refocussed efforts
“In. Peglto lobby Queen’s
Park - for: ‘more provmcial
dollars, . :

The téte-d-téteat MlSSlS—

gsd tohrIefSomaonlo-

' cal fundidg - priorities

ahead of ‘his next provin-
cial budget.

Sousa, who is also MPP
for Mississauga South,
said he was pleased with
"how his conversation with

sequent meetings with oth-
er council members.

Just last month, Sousa
and other area pohtlg;mns
at Queen’s Park and in the
House éf Commons were
the target- of some harsh

;217

sissauga Mayor Bonpie . -
Crombie ‘miet Wednesday, .

. Bauga city hall was ar-.

Crombie went and the sub-

criticisin from members of

Sousa and Crombie talk budget

* regional council, who be-

lieve their representatives
in upper-tler government
are not doing enough to get

Peel its fair share of fund-

ing dollars. -

council agreeing to orches-
 trate a summit, including
"~ with other 905-area munic-

ip&hties and schoal boards, -

‘fo -disctiss underfundmg
-and develop a strategy for

funding pie.-

Led by outspoken Ward: -
5 Coun..Garolyn Parrish,’-
Mississauga volunteered -

to host the one- or two-day
conference.

Sousa said he welcomed -

these opportunities to meet
with Ontario mayors and,
in particular, mayors and
council members in Peel,
where municipal financial
pressures are significant.
It’s a chance to help:de-
termme the pri6rities ‘in

his next proyincial budget. .
Crombie focused discus- -

‘sion on mﬂ-astructurb and

RS

go u,sﬁ) Clavles |

The tirade ended with

- pressuringthe province for.
‘g.-bigger piece.of Ontario’ '

" trying to recognize there’s

)
|

transit investment in Mis-
sissauga, as well as creat-
ing sustainable, predict,
ablelevels offmndmg

A plaifiée h& is
trymg to” weigh the"ide-

B mands of the entire prov-

ince, while Ontario is also
trying to get its fair share
from the federal govern- |
ment.
"We provide $11.billion f
more to the rest of Canada
than we take in, even when
we qualify for equaliza-
tion," he stressed. "So I'm

only one taxpayer herez
We’ve got to find a way tm
work collectively for the
benefit of communities and
our constituen




