The only man I know
who was ever actually

awarded a putty medal is
Kenneth Arthur Rowe, in-
‘dusfrial commissioner for
the: town of Mississauga.
The medal hangs in his
office,

“I regard it as a most
valued possession,” he
told” me, ‘“and it has
helped me immeasurably
in my career.”

It doesn’t look like
much — the lid from a
paint can filled with putty
and inseribed with the
words: ‘“Presented to
Kenneth Arthur Rowe for
general proficiency in
dryer technique.”

You are probably won-
dering — just as I did —
how come its owner re-
gards it ~as so valuable
and just how it could
have helped him in his
career:  I'll. explain, but - - -
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ber of a Mississauga an- dram Henderson in font- technical director of a di-
nual business review real. - : vision started to manu-
which ‘our paper will be “My. nine years w1th facture a much-touted
shortly publishing. One. that firm did a lot for substitute, but this de-
thing -led to another and ' me,” he said. ‘“The man-  partment was sold to an-
before I knew it I found - aging director, Norman othér company when the
myself listening to.a.pas - Holland, was a dynamic Ferro Corporation decid-
negyric on the virtues, man and a perfectionist. -ed to stick with its orlgmal
the beauties and the all- ~ As a result of my associa- product, ,

round -excellence of Mis- - tion with him I became I

sissauga,  particular] s something of a perfec~
an industrial location: tionist, too.”” Canadlan Pit sburgh In-
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series I a on ,he

would be a lot more inter-
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because I'm coming to
the putty medal.




i Motors, Massey-Ferguson
and Avro,

. ‘It was my job to han-
. dle their special paint
_ problems,” he said, ‘“‘and
it was during this time
that I caught on to the
coming importarice of the
Mississauga area. It was
~ just bursting to grow.”

In 1954 Canadian Pitts-
burgh opened a research
laboratory and.Ken Rowe
was appointed chief
chemist in charge of gen-
eral industrial develop-
ment. He remained in the
job for 13 vears until he
received a Call — but it
" was not that sort of Call;
it was from Mississauga.

Never doubting the va-
lidity of the Call he took
on the job of Industrial
Commissioner, succeed-
ing William Courtney, an-
other exuberant Missis
saugan, who retired in
January '67.

“You are indubitably
the right man for the
‘job,”” I said, remember-
ing how close he had
come to unloading a fac-
looene

“Acres,”

tory site on to an impov-

mote industry?”

“It began in 1954 when
we moved into Applewood
he “said. ‘“The
housing development was
completely new and those
of us who bought houses
were strangers to.one an-
other: As'a matter. of ne-
cessity we had to get to-

- government.

lly this gave us an

g h t.into municipal
problems and we werere:

- sponsible for first getting

Chic Murray elected to
Couneil, ‘

‘“Because of my inter-
est in the township’s fu-

ture I was appointed to

the planning board and
served g couple of terrs
as Chairman . ..

It all seemed so simple
the way Ken Rowe put it,
and when he began eulog-

Jizing Mississauga again 1
‘Healized that it wasn’t a
.sales’ talk for my benefit
.— it was the irrepressible
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