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again, I thought.

You go to meet some-
body, intending to write a
strictly factual story
about them. And then
what happens?

You meet a woman,
distinguished in her field,
who is both delightfully
friendly and charming,
You find that a lot of her
ideas mesh with yours,
that you have been
through = similar’ experi-
ences, and you get such a
kick talking to her that
you clean forget about
the story.

The real beginning, as
far as Bernice Millard is
concerned, was when she
and her husband moved
to Clarkson in the late
forties. Her husband was
Ross Millard, the well
known radio personality,
who died in 1964.

They came and saw,
and rented what Bernice
describes as the ‘loveliest
cottage’ hidden away in
some deep woods not far
from where Birchwood
and Clarkson road now
intersect. Next door to
them J. F. B. Livesay,
who had organized and
directed the activities of
Canadian Press, had his
siz-acre ' estate. A near
neighbor was Mazo de la
Roche.

Once settled, they were
happy in Clarkson—al-
most ridiculously so—for
they fitted into the com-
munity as if it had been
built around them.

That they should be-
come involved in commu-
nity activities was inevi-
table for Ross Millard —
as Bernice described him
— could 'no more kéep his
talents to-himself than he
could indulge ‘in levita-
tion. He was a singer,
writer, producer, organi-
zer — and an extrovert.

THE PARTY LINE

And so it was natural
that . when Ken Arm-
strong, another communi-
ty-minded  Clarksonian,
decided to start-a small
papeg. for the area,, he
should call on’Bernice for
an intimate co;‘qm&ﬁgbout

people. = T

She was rea nd will-
ing — and %ﬂf@%etter
title for such a 'column,
where people were tempt-
ed to answer -the rural
telephone with a “Good

morning svarvhady’

. )

The paper ran for three
months, then pressure of
his regular business com-
pelled Ken Armstrong to
give it up, much to the
distress of the subscri-
bers, some of who, tack-
led Rernice.

“Couldn’t you continue
running it as a little
weekly bulletin?” they
asked. ‘““There’s a real
demand locally for the
kind of news you have
been providing . . .”

Barkus was willing.
Bernice called together a
town hall-type meeting
where she found enthu-
siastic support for the
venture, and thus encour-

aged, she started her-

news letter — The Party
Line. That was in 1951.

She ran the paper alone
until 1955,

“It ~ was wonderful,”
she told me. “Never was
a paper so enthusiastic-
ally produced and re-

.+ ceived, ‘On ‘press night 15
- or 16 of us would gather

at Cliff McNair’s, who did
the printing for us, and
distribute it to the subsc-

Bernice Millard
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ribers . 7

Bernice Millard has all
the qualifications which
go to make a good news-
paperwoman — foremost
of which, perhaps, is a
lively sense of humor. Af.
ter- leaving high school
and taking a couple of
years at art college, she
worked as a commercial
artist, supplying draw-
ings for Eaton's cata-
logue. Her specialty was
shoes — all kinds of
them.

SHOES, SHOES, SHOES

After leaving Brig-
den’s, the house which
handled Eaton’s cata-
logue, she became a free.-
lance illustrator, still
doing shoes — but mostly
for Simpson’s.

Perhaps she found illus-
trating shoes too pedest-
rian a task — I do not
know — but whatever the
reason, she decided to
take a two-year non-cred-
it course at University
studying psychology, phi-
losophy and literature. It
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was then she began to
write
things  Which appeared
under her name in Var-
ious periodicals were -
orf, humorous poems.

Th perceptive editors
5: journal, occasion-
ec;ogmzmg a good
when it is thrust
unde fheir noses, will
cairy @i where The Par-
ty Line left off. Beginning
this week with a tribute
— we think — fo a gentle-
man named Pierre, The
Mississauga - News will
carry a weekly poem by

-and. among the .

Bernice. -

In 1955 Bernice decided
to lighten hei load by
- sheddding Some of her re-
sponsibility for The Party

- Line.

In 1957 they sold the1r
house and moved to Ari-
zona, but the change of
climate appeared to'bene-
fit Ross very little and
the upshot was they re-
turned to Clarkson after
some months and Ross
had the satisfaction of liv-
ing his last years in the
country he had come to
love.

~could do - to

Upon  their return to~
Clarkson they chscwéz:ed :
that The Party Line had
been mismanaged gz} a;
point where it had lost its ===
proud standing with both iy~
readers and advertisers; =2

“There was nothing I F**?%.
brmg lt:
back,” Bernice said, =5 "
“and I never really un- T
derstood the reason for .
its failure.” ‘é

In due course it folded, .
but the lady who was its’ =
inspiration will hence-

forth share her inspira-
tion with the readers of
The Mississauga News.




