Port Credit’s first woman councillor

follows father’s footsteps

By SUSAN LINDELL

PORT CREDIT — Ea-
couraged by her husband
and supported by her
vear-old daughter, Barba&a,ﬁ
the first woman member 8n*
Port  Credit . jncil !
elected to officds?las
cember, " 3 ,

Mrs. Clara M#hau
Hiawatha Parkway,-

rently serving on counaileas -w&incial government

“of ours.- And it's on
gestion,” she. stpunchl
plied: - :

chairman of the Community
Services commillee, as well
as being involved with the.
finance committee, library
board and the advisory board
of Day Glow, a project
geared fowards curbing the
" drug scene in the area. Cofg-
munity Services takes into
consideratjon aspecis of the
communitygsgch as  senior
citizens weHa¥e. recreation
and youth activities. "

“If+pou’'ve never been ac-
tive 4 election campaign,
it’s hard to realize all that's
involved. 1t’s certainly a
strenuous affair,” recounts
Mrs. McLaughlin. The initial
impétus that impelled. her to
run for office came from an
interested husband and a
family predisposition for pol-
itics,

Stemming from a United
Empire Loyalist family who
has had.one member active
in  community politics in
every seneration, Mrs. Mec-
Laughlin was influenced by
her father’s political career
as a member on council and
a reeve in Norwich, Ont.
Politics was always in the
home atmosphere for her as
2 voung girl. “Il was in @ur
blood,” she said. -

An active woman herself,
Mrs.  McLaughlin;; believes
that women today:should do
as much as they ¢an to aid
their husbands in" times of
economic necessity. Some
mothers make hetter career
women than housewives and
mothers, and should purtue
this end, she feels. Her ghil-
osophy simply put, is each
person must act  according
to their individusl potential,
She totally discounts -the
wives-tale belief ;that young
children become" psycholog-
ically depraved without con-
stant malernal cgre. The
bra-burning syndrotne, how-
ever, is not her style, “If a
woman -is not lib ated, she
has only herself toblame.”

When asked abhout the pro-
vincial government's reac-
tion to the Port Credit coun-
cil suggestion to inculcate

eyt
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the area south of the QEW
into Port Credit in the event
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- of regional government, Mrs.’
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clLaughlin replied that

ere had been no feed-back
yet. “Our intention is not to
divide Mississauga, but thg
peopls_who live in the aref
in q ion tenhd to assocjate
themselves more withsg
town of Port Credit

n

sth Mississauga. Thespro.-
cobledsfor
suggestions and that was one

sfig-
re-

The name of Port Credit
is an old one \lilh accom-
panying f{raditioAs which
Mrs. McLaughlin would dis-
like losing. This, many feel,
would be the ultimafe fate

DAY GLOW
As a member of the Day
Glow hoard of advisers,

Clara McLaughlin has talked
to many of the youths seek-
ing help for their drug prob-
lems. From her experiences
with the "project she has
noted .a wide cross-section
of ypung people are ‘hnoked’
on drugs; they do not slem
from any one class or walk
of life. “Although I'm not
an authority, I would. say
g (lan’t 20 on drugs just
for something to do. The
ties (hal are taking drugs
have serious emotional prob-
lems. “Emotional insecurity
is sighted as a prime reason
for the drug craze. If there

in politics ¥

if Port Credit were to amal ¥ are few co;%‘iec'tm‘;

gamate with Mississauga. <

G

is any way to solve the ih-
security problem then there
is a way to solve the drug
problem as well, she feels.
“The kids,who go to Day
Glow wanf to be helped,
and ‘that’s a start. They
shouldn’t be pnisheq by laws
for ‘an emotiefs% -disorder.”

Immediately preceding her
successful election last De-
cember, Mrs. McLaughlin

‘was offered a job as office

manager for Applewood
Medical Associates by one
of the senior partners in the
firm. As she said, ‘It was
perfect for me. One of the
appealing aspects of the
iob was the fact that I could
take time off for my dulies
on council, if I thought it
hecessary.” s there
etween
her political and¥business
career as far as wvying for
her time is cone .

The Senior Citfzef¥ party,
held recently at the, Flame |
Steak House, was one of the
many evgnts tiat. Mrs. Mec-
Laughlin has organized as
part of her position as Com-
munity Services chairman,

Enjoying her work, her
_191'm on‘council and her fam-
ily,  Mrs. McLaughlin can

-occasionally he seen sitting

by her bay window, fondly
patting Jenny, the family
miniature Dachshund, Pos-
sibly she’s thinking of next
Year's election she, of
course will be running again.
‘Politics,” she says is her
real forte.
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