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would: eventua y-bea family of seven

children, his’ parents hard~workrng},,:

Bulgarian farmers. -

. Despite an oppressive: lack of money r

in the. famlly, life was generally carefree
for young Ignat, his days crammed with

- the routine freedoms on]y children’ enjoy.
School ‘wark, ,-soccer games ‘with his .

brothers-and usins, farm chores and

Danube consumed his energles.f‘
Growmg up"wlth older brothers taught

\ D
pact’ stature; “I was'a’ httle guy,

ond smallest, guy'in the; sahool«»ﬁBut e
was a very tough little guy, because 1:1

always had somebody who. was brggera,
L market garden, a thriving enterprise t that ;

than me who could beat me up.t

“In g display of savwy and stamma that i
would come t0’characterize his life, .
: intensified, and the: “first overt signs of
conflict became apparent in Austrra, :
threatemng the 18-year-old’s comfort- |
learned sometimes it's, better to negotl “able existence. Bulgarian expatuates‘
+ were urged to return home. ‘

Kaneff turned his stature to his' advan

tage “You learn not to prck a fight when'.
you're the smallest boy in the class. I

ate than fight.”

In keeping with the custom of the"
times, Kaneff was not offered an oppor-:
tunity to continue his education beyond : -

T ' "fz'»fAPv—( L1efor
. Born Octobe 6, 1926, I%nat Kaneff
was the fourth’ and nuddle child of what

‘along the banks of the

2 the atrocities perpetuated by Adolf Hitler
' -had not.reached the masses in'Bulgaria, '
and the promise of an easier life, a chance -

rvival skrlls, tal-
hi§ com-.' to learn a trade and the guarantee of the -

* highest standard of hvmg in Europe was
et onee again’” “into ‘the busmess of market \

/’4/\/

honour reserved for the’ eldest son

Tt was the lack of prospects in his, own ;
*country that convinced Tgnat to. strike .
out on his own in 1941, at the tender age

" of 15, to seek his fortune in Austrla

land of opportunity.-

difficult to resist for young Ignat. = e
A Bulgarian expatriate family gleeted

‘managed to support dozens of Workers
‘But by, the fall of 1944, the war had

At the beginning of, September, 1gnat
‘packed and prepared to return home:to
Bulgaria, but before he could leave,

In 'the early 1940s, young Bulgarlans_‘.,
«eager for a chance to spread their wings .
. were easily influenced by the propagan-
da being spread. through the country by
the German army, and by the v1s10n of a b

.In the earliest years of the war, Tiews of ;

Kaneff, offering them all jobs in their

wrth the Germahs ,and the communrst

,government ‘came to power War was
declared on Germany s

relinquish their passports ‘and their abil-
ity to travel freely. .For Kaneff and his

+ fellow countrymen in Austria, the rest of

the war. would be’ spent 1n What had
become enemy tertitory. .

‘green and khaki camouﬂage and entered

. gardening, this time as his own boss. ;

or risk being branded 4 traitor. * ©.i "
Fearing for his hfe, Kaneff bégan mak- -
ing preparatlons 10’ leave Austria. He-

'sold his garden market busmess and set

sail for Canada,”
When Kaneff aruved at Unlon Statlon

after a train ride from Quebec, he had

“The Germans rounded up Bulgarrans ‘
stlll living in Austrla, forcrng them to

‘Ini the days following the end of the :
[war, opportumtres for entrepreneurs
‘. abounded in ‘Austria, and Kaneff wanted
‘to be counted among them, As 1945 came -
to'a close, he purchased a surplus"
*German army trucek, painted over its -

By 1950, life was good for Ignat
Kanetf. His business prospéred and he :
" ‘bought his first home. The only sraudge
‘on his happiness were the letters he .
received from the Bulgarian consulate,
ordering him to return home to Bulgarra L ATIatA

only $5 and some change in his 'pocket
With a friend’s address in hand —820
King St. — he halled a cab for the short
 ride from the station.”

cost 50 cents an unscrupulous cab-
bie charged $5 for the six-block frip,
after first asking him how much

.But his cab ride turned 1nto an. ,money. he "had.. “I..kne ight

unpleasant lesson. At a time when a-

: - e See Kaneff page 85 e

that of the local grammar school, an

=

e Continued from page B4
away there was something wrong, I
thought rrght away I was maklng a big
mistake coming to Canada.”

A couple of months later, disheartened
and disillusioned, Kaneff met Stanley
Zitd, a Port Credit man who was building
his home'on Meredith Ave. That same
day, Zita had started working on a con-
struetion project for Gordon S. Shipp,
pres1dent of the prosperous and innova-
tive Shipp ‘Corporation. A day later,
Kaneff was working for Shipp. _

“I'remember it yvery well,” Harold
Shipp, son of Gordon, recalls “It was

‘late March 1951 or early April and we

were working then as G. 8. Shipp and
Son. We had just started building the
first houses in Applewood Acres.

““He came straight from Bulgaria and
arrived without any tools. He applied on

site and was given the job of nailing in -
- the subfloors,” Shipp said.

“(He) bought a lot over on Erindale
Woodlands from Murray Elias and he
moved on from there building more
homes and then apartment buildings. He
had his first Cadillac dealership within
the first 10 years of arriving here, It is
pretty impressive,” Shipp said.

By October 1951, six months after
arriving in Toronto, Kaneff bought a lot

i

"~ to build a house of hlS own, Shghtly more

: Bulgaua officially renounced all ties

than two years after getting off a bus at
Alexandra St. and Lakeshore Rd. — Stop
6A — he had established a home for
himself and laid the foundations of a

“career in the construction industry.

One day, Kaneff’s friend Alberto
Francheshini took him to visit his son at
a nursery school for intellectually handi-
capped children set up in the basement
of Cooksville United Church.

Moved by the plight of those young-
sters, he made a donaticn that would
alter the course of his life and lead to a
lifelong partnership with Community
Living Mississauga. s

In the years since, Kaneff has become
that organization’s strongest supporter,

raising hundreds of thousands of dollars
on their behalf through annual golf tour-
naments and fundraising dinners.

Rozalyn Werner, chief {undraiser for .
Community lemg Mississauga, said
legions of children with drsablhtres have
benefitted from Kaneff's generosity.

“He has supported us without fail for
more than 25 years and he’s given us, I'd
say, about three-quarters of a million
dollars as well,” said Werner.

“That money is used, for example, for
our summer programs. We just couldn’t
have those programs without his sup-

\

port. Because we know we can count on
him, we know that these programs that
mean so0 much, can continue.”

In the decades since, Kaneff’s involve-
ment in the 'community has become the
stuff of legends. An avid supporter of
Mississauga Hospital, Credit Valley
Hospital, Peel Memorial Hospital and
Oakville 'hafalgar Hospital, University of
Toronto at Mississauga (UTM), dozens of
minor league sports teams, The
Mississauga News Christmas Bureau
Fund, arts groups and dozens of other
non- proﬁt organizations, both in Canada
and Bulgaria, Ignat Kaneff has become
one of the most prolific philanthropists
in the province.

In recognition of his incredible sup-
port of the community, The Ignat Kaneff
Charitable Foundation was formed in
1986, a 60th birthday tribute that has
since distributed $900,000 to community
agencies. -

Ignat Kaneff's ongoing involvement
with Erindale College, Mrssissauga )
University of Toronto campus, is perhaps
one of the most rewarding.

Kaneff has shown a great deal of sup-
port over the years for the University of
Toronto at Mississauga, said Robert
McNutt, UTM prineipal, including chair-
ing the Ermdale College Building Fund

for the construction of a centre for man-
agement and business studies, later
named in his honour, and the recent
Student Centre Building Campaign,
which raised roughly $6 million for the
construction of the new centre.

“Tggy Kaneff’s life story of immigrating
to Canada with nothing beyond a talent

for building exceptionally successful |

businesses is inspiring,” said McNutt.

The scope and depth of his volunteer
work eventually led to recognition by
the entire community when, in 1992, he
received the Gordon S. Shipp Memorial
Award as Mississauga’s Citizen of the
Year, an honour that brought his involve-
ment in the community full eircle.

“It was a tremendous honour to.

receive that award, particularly since it
was in Mr. Shipp’s memory,” said Kaneff.

“He was such a good community man
himself and an example to so many peo-
ple. I was very humbled.”

Ignat Kaneff’s work would be recog
nized countless times throughout the
four decades since his arrival in Toronto,
but he retains his humility and belief his
is only doing what is expected of him.

“We all have to give back to our com-
munity if we want to make our city and
our world a better place for our children.
It is our duty.”

Ignat Kaneff received an honourary
doctorate from UTM in recognition
of his contributions to the commu-
nity and his accumulated knowi-
edge of business.




