By RON DENNIS
Staftf Reporter
MISSISSAUGA (Lakeview) —
It Mike Horodenka had not

heen a professional dancer and
folle singer, he might never

have been subjected (o lhe

alrocities of World War Two.

But mcongrmty is a part of
life.

Born Hunﬁary in 1920
Horodenka shone in his eally
life in (h t of danung acl-
ing and folk singing. He so
impressed a famous Hungar.
ian theatrical director al one
point, that he was financed
through the Naltional Theatric-
al Academy.

All went well until he reach-

_ed the ape of 19 — (he year
he joined a sinping and danc-
mg troupe and was on tom‘

Horodenka, ‘I el
ber fimes when the lemper.
ature went down to 40 or 50
below zero,” he recalled
Once, his division entered
into a Russian village in pur
suit of Russian soldiers. ‘‘We
had some free lime 50 my

friend decided that he would

like to wash.

The two solchcm filthy
from (he hardships of batile,
found the village well and his
friend proceeded fo haul up
the bucket when he noticed a
cave hollowed oul just below
ground level,

“My friend was curious, so
I lowered him in the bucket
to have a look and then fal
lowed him down,”’ Horodenka

_recalled. What they found in

the small cavern was a sold.
ier's dream. There, in the
cool semi-darknes , stood bar-

'1'els of Russian

in progress.

we might be ¢l
ers bul when
that fhe Russ
ed our divisions

_the village, we knew it would
h

ve been suicide to poke our

heads above ground,” said
Horadenka ,
Four years al the Rusisan

Iiront was rewarded with =z

five.year prison term when he

returned to Hungary in 1945,
Three months later, he had
escaped from the prison and
from Hungary, went fo Ger.
many. But during his stay at
the displaced persons
there, the call of the IF
T‘m*eign Legion reached hi

and within a vear, he found

himsell in [nde China. 1t was
there in a hand .
onel-thrusting

i _ {hal
vicious mach Ledébmw nearly .
i

severed his
Very  litil
for his life,
carvied him bae
and after reco

ticiently, he was shlpped bacI{

to France,

By 1953, Horodenka was in

Canada—but not before he
bad been in and out of

Hungary 1llegally, played pro-

fessional soccer in Germany,
and became married.

He arrived in Canada, the
master of eight languages—
none of which was  English,
He made his way to Toronto
and then to Toronto Town-
hip where he now works in

maintenance department
at the Huron Park Recrea-
tion Centre,

The only remnants of his
former life show in his hob.

bies, which include landseape

painting, tenor banjo  and
woad carving,

MIKE HORODENICA

Making a comloriable life
for his wife and three chil
dren has nol been easy in oa
country where English is (he
predominant  language but

| enjoy good

able to suppou t
am happy.”




