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He is a quite-spoken,
forceful man, a shade be-
yond middle age. He has
a trim look. He is a little
on the short side and
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lips which hav
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of low cost housing
tates from 1931, Hg
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Canada, where he imag-
ined that red tape was
less of a problem. than m
England. = -,

Unfortunatéfy"{'the re-
quirements ‘of C.M.H.C.
and munieipal - govern-
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dreams helped make

ments for changes in de-
sign to comply with
out-moded standards of
construction, made the
use of the system unten-
able and he sustained se-
rious capital losses.

No Quitter

To return to England,
beaten in the New World,
was an unpalatable pros-.
pect. And so Leonard
Finch went on to land
development.

He was living at the
time on the site of Fair-
field Manor in the orig-
inal home of General
Roberts on the corner of
Clarkson road apd the
QEW. As an experiglced
developer he realiZgdthat
the land in the vicinity:of
his home was ideal for
residential use — and he
dreamed his dream of a
satellite suburban town
within Toronto Township.

The prospect was ex-
citing and challenging,
but consultations with
Reeve Mary Fix and
township officials made it
apparent that there were
many problems of mu-
nicipal economics to be
overcome.

Balanced assessment
between housing, indus-
trial and commercial
construction was vital. It
would be necessary to
build a sewage disposal
plant, extend water
mains and provide a
reservoir. Land would
have to be acquired to
provide for these facili-
ties.

Leonard Finch reck-
oned that an initial in-
vestment of four and a
half million dollars would
be requl.red .

He Formed Umted
Lands Corporatlon Limit-

- yolume, and his views on_

wa¥ “later
nearly 1,6
area whic )
prises Park 'ﬁoyal, Sher-
idﬂ-T Park and Sheridan
Homielands.
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Negotiations with the,

township council were
long and difficult, but af-
ter an initial cash pay-
ment of $1,150,000 to pay
for the sewage plant, the
water reservoir and the
trunk mains, and after
entering into -an
agreement to ensure bal-
anced taxes to meet the
ever rising cost.of ed-
ucation, Leonard Finch
was able to go ahead.

His Biggest Coup

 What he has done to
stimulate the growth of
Mississauga would fill a

hﬁ"would make a fas-
criﬁatmg companion vo-
lume ‘but his greatest
achievement as far as the
town is concerned fell
into his lap by accident,
or so he says. It was
through him that
Mississaugaobtained
what is perhaps its great-
est asset — the Sheridan
Park Research Communi-

ty.

He says it fell into his
lap, but my own view is
that he guided the fall —
and very dexterously, too.
too.

In the course of its
operations, United Lands
— Leonard Finch’s com-
pany — bought a further
600 acres north of their
original holdings and
north of QEW. He was
delighted when British
American Oil took an op-
tion on 40 acres for a
research centre of their
own. He did not know it,
but although unconnect-
ed, this gave him an ‘in’
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He called ]

dation coulidfiiislocated.

He calledck Darling,
secretary &f*the Foun-
dation and fJ¢arned that
the dlrector,g ere meet-
ing on the f8ffowing Mon-
day to consifer the var-
ious sites ‘regarded as-
‘possibles.’

It seenfed likely that
the choice would lie be-
tween Erin Mills,
Meadowvale and another
site in Oakville.

A* Rush Order

That was on Thursday
mormng Leonard Finch -
did, some quick thinking.
He had the land, it was
fully serviced, it had all
the facilities needed for a
big research community
— as demonstrated by

, BA’s selection of the site




for its own research lab
oratocries. All he needod
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could explain to the direc.
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In the 15 years he has

beeu in Canada, Leon:

nch  has been sue.

stul. Park Royal, his
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complete: Sheridan Pacl
has become famous
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He came with his wire
and -theiv two youngest
cluldxen Shireen nd Tm
othy, then aged
i 1953

Later he. was

0y his elder son, Davie
now a vice-president of
United Lands, and his
two step=c}111d1 en, Patelc l%c
aod Phﬂhpa

has isaken Pml pa bafff»f
to England, but both
would love “to return o
Canada.

How did he feel about
Canada- now? - T asked
him. ¢

‘“The filteen years have
been  fillsd with " hard
work, - frustrations . and
some suceess. Butoall of
it, particularly my en.
deavors. in - the  develop.
ment of  Mississaupa,
have been fnfinitely
worthwhile.. Canada s
truly greater than
Canadmm believe
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