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DE LA ROCHE, MAZO

write on about Jalna

How does 2 woman living in the
late 1920s in what was to become
Mississauga become famous and
wealthy, as well as give 2 small
community a heritage and a coun-
fry pride?

She writes a book. The woman
to do all this was Mazo de 12 Roche
and the book is Jalna. This one
book changed the Clarkson com-
munity as well as gave Canada
literacy recognition in the United
States.

Mazo Roche (ater to add the de
12 herself) was born in Newmar-
ket, Ontaric in 1879. She was a
bookish child with a vivid imagin-
ation which was illustrated by her
childhood games. These games
consisted of plays which she and

_her cousin and lifetime compan-

ion, Caroline Clement, drama-
tized. As they became young
adults, Mazo and Caroline contin-
ued with their play activity at be-

_came more intensive. \

These plays fueled Mazo's ima-
gination and inspired her to write
inventive stories.

Eventually she and Caroiine
moved to a farm near Bronte
Here she joined literary clubs and
her stories were being published
more and more regularly. In 1920
they bought land in the area and
built 2 small home fo be later
called 'Trail Cottage.”

it was there that Maze would
become inspired by a houseand a
family, and her suecess would be-
ginin Jalsaland

In 1927, Mazoentered Jalnaina
contest held by a New York maga-
zine called “Atlantic Monthly”’
and won $19,000 for her story, 2
very large sum of money in the
Iate 1820s. It was guite an accom-
plishment for a Canadian fo win
this prize in an American contest,
let alone a woman.

Jalna was published in this
magazine over the period from
May to october of that year. She
was acknowledged in the “Coniri-
buting Column, which mentioned
the 1,100 manuscripts which were
entered in the contest and the
ananimous vote for Jalna. The
word was out and publicily was
hot. Too hot maybe, as Mazo with
her companion Caroline fled fo
Europeini928

Her faps wanted to learn more
about the fictitious Whiteoaks fa-
mily who lived in what is now
known as Clarkson,

The maljority. of her audience
was the housewives in the pre-
television era, who needed ex-
citement to escape their daily rou
tine of ordinary housework. This
was who Mazo thought of when
she wrote her series on Jalna, The
Jalna series in the 1930s was the
soap opera solution; the Falcon
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Crest type of fantasy needed dur-
ing the Great Depression,

The Jalna series centers arouns
2 British grandmother and her
family who seitled in southern On-
tario. The family was full of dis-
rupted marriages, sorrowful mo-
ments, forbidden passions, and
romartic interludes. Vel (hese
boolks are more than just idle gos-
sip manuals, they have an effec-
tive method of story telling as well
25 recognizable landscapes s0
fresh you can smell the Jalna sta-
hles. These stories were methods
of escape into faniasy, an imag-
inary world of reality.

Adding fo the mystique of the
novels is the controversy behind
them. The conirovery of a3 house,
Benares, and a family whe lived in
it. Some people would clarm Mazo
wrote about the family and the
house in which they lived. Others
think she deseribed the house and
was merely inspired by fhe fa-
mily. Mazo herself in her memoirs
cleimed that the characiers and
the house were purely fictitious,
“No house in particular was pic
tured, no family portrayed. From
the wvery first the characters
created themselves.” Still many
versions of the story are believed
andretold. :

In Mazo's lifetime she wrole 16
books for the Jalnz series and
numerous other books and plays.
The Jalna series would only con-
clude with Mazo de 1z Boche's
deathin 1961

For 30 vears Mazo was Canada’s
best known writer. She did not
portray social issues nor liferary
realism. Mazo de la Roche simply
wrote for the purpose of entertain
ing an interested audience who
constantly demanded more. Mazo
gave this pleasure to millions of
readers around the world, a signi
Sicant sccomplishment to Canada
and 2 sense of pride to foday’s City
of Mississauga,

Bethony Brown is o 21-year-old
Freelance writer living in Missis-
sauga. Shes g Clarkson Secon
dary School graduate with o de-
gree in history from Brock Uni-
versity. With the help of the Zonta
Club and Bradley House Museum,
she has researched the lives of six
women who played an integral
role shapins Mississauge's his-
tory.

A G




