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‘ight against pollution
goes on
avip.ondm

_ (very inkeresting person) ~ ByKATHLEEN A. HICKS

““We find that people are very very favorable about -
participating in a recycling prograin, and yet it is hard
to actually get them to do it. When you talk to them
personally, they get very enthusiastic about it, but if
they read a newspaper article, they hesitate to help. It
is hard to get a new idea across. It is also hard for

_ people to realize the impact that pollution will have on
the environment eventually.” . ‘

FRANCINE CROSS:
Chairman -~ S.A.V.E,
stands  for Streetsville
Environment. You were i
S group of concerned wo
Tell me how you went about this? . V
MRS. CROSS: Eirst of all. it was a concern of my own
from reading in the papers that there was a pollution
o, and that they were starting to institute new
recycling methods and there was a place where people
could take papers and glass for recycling, So'I

telephoned the town of Streetsville to - ask it they had -

glass recveling. 1 knew the $couts picked up' the

papers . that has been going on ever since I came here

tive years ago. I was referred to a gentleman Fred

Shortt. who was alsg looking into the bollution :

Situation. We talked, off and on, for three months.
He was sympathetic towards -me - and I was
sympathetic towards him. We both agreed, yes there
should be recycling, but there wasn’t anything done
about it. Then the Zonta Club of Mississauga decided to
have a glass drive. They were given my narne by the
‘town, they knew [ was interested in recycling and they
asked me if I would organize the glass drive, which I
did. There were also a number of ladies from different
churches who were interested. We held a meeting with
and then the girls who were at tHe meeting

ed we should carry on with this. The Anglican

s Institute was having a meeting and. they

wing a film, so we were all invited out to see

it. We all apreed . yes something should be done. but no

ted to head up the committee ‘so this is How. I ,

ended up being chairman of S.A V.E,

low was the name SAVE. originated?
ROS55:A( one time, the Dolphin Junior High
id a bottle drive for a couple of years and they
used the name S A V.E. and we asked permission to
use it. 1t's a good title, but now that Streetsville has
joined Mississaiiga I hope it doesn’t deter people from
the surrounding area [rom coming out and using our

glassdepot. ‘

ME:Do you have an executive and hold regular

meetings now that you are more organized? i
MRS. CROSS:We dou't have an _executive. - The
cominiliee only consists of 13 members We don't hold

regular meetings :J just call a meeting when I feel it is:

necessary. We rally h eeting once a month;,

but it’s not set for any particular time. [ inake up a

newsletter to keep the members informed on what is
going on. We feel we are g for a very
worthwhile cause. and we wou . (
membership grow sa that we can dom -
ME: How have you progressed this past two years’
MRS. CROSS: We formed in October. 1972 and did our
Ltirst glass drive with Zonta, then gur first  poster

"conlest was-held at the March winter break It has

become an annual contest. One of our main Projects
has been trying to do something about non-refurnable
bottles. Our glass depot has been in operation for a
year now, it is located at the Streetsville Dominion
Store Plaza and it is going along quite smoothly, We
have it open on the last Saturday of each month from 9
a.n1. to 1 p.m. We are hoping that as the Mead

arcd grows.-more people from there will st
participate in our glass project. .

ME: Where da your operational comne from. or
do you require any? _
MRS. CROSS: We don 't really require any.

City of Mississauga is paying for the glas

The City trucks and maintenance workers p ;
glass and the depot itself is run by SA V. embers
and the Interact Club members. who are sponsored by

.. but they help out at
y little bit helps. =~
:How do you go about informing the pu
Ltorecycle? - .

. CROSS: This is done through the articles that
various committee members write. I have Somebody
who grganizes this se it is taken care of eachmonth.
We publish articles in all the local papers. and we try

- to get as much publicity as possible, They are mostly

articles on how the housewile can help either stop
pollution or prevent pollution in. her own h

things like: buying white toilet tissue instead of
coloured, not to pour grease or anything else down the
drain. things that should go into the garbage who to
contact in the government for various problems. or
telephone us an ill help where we can. We want

. to make it known there is a problem and we want to do

ething aboutit. ¢ -
~ the biggest problem you have
have yvou found a solution for it°




- MRS CROSS: The fion-returnable bottles has been our
biggest problem and concern. We feel that non-
. returnable bottles are a waste of money. they are a
‘cause of pollution and it has gotten to the point where
! there s only
you can buy no

ne store now in Streetsville where
eturnable botiles; Even in this time
of inflation. believe it or not. some  people bring
returnable bottles to the glass depat, because they are
too lazy to turn them in. We get about $5.00 worth of
bottles éach month from people who are too lazy to
take them back to the store. and yet they complain

_ about the prices. It they check the prices they would
_tind out pop is cheaper in returnable bottles. We
_ carried on quite a canipaign when we first started out
_and talked to the managers of the stores and we

wanted to know why they didn't have returnable
bottles. Their first-excuse was that the consumers

_ didn 't want them. and then their second excuse‘was

the pop companies didn’t want to bring them. We

talked to the pop companies and they said the stores

_didn't want thent because it is extra ‘work for them.
We did a survey with the consumers and about 80 per
cent of them said. yes. they wanted returnable bottles

_in the stores. We got' the run around on this. the

consumer said it was the:-retailer-and the retailer said

it was the wholesaler. So this is what happens — it's
"~ a long drawn out: process. It has to:'go through

- country
b

legislation

from the government; this is the only way
ver poing to be anything, done about non-
ainers. o :

ways been interested in nature and its

ther

MRS. CROSS:I've always enjoyed getting out into the
and doing things out of doors. I believe to be
sone of our greatest assets;.if you haven't
got your health, it is hard to enjoy anything else.

- They are going to have tosmarten up and st

- thinking to change people. And it is not goi

_I tl}ink; too. when you have a famuy., you wonder w
it is going to be like for your children whe it
become adults. You have to think about you

That probably was one of the biggest forces
getting involved. I heard about all the thing were -
going to run out of and I thought, “My goodne '
son Is only going to be 20 then. What is the world
coming to?" I don’t like to be pessimistic or a‘ﬁrophet :
of doom. but that is certainly the forecast you are
getting from a lot of top scientists that the world could
very possibly come to an end if we don't do som‘etﬁfng
-about it now. It is very scary to think about. and very
sad to-see what the human race h ) I
beautiful country.

ME:Do you [eel there is hope for soly
problem? e

realize that they have to do it themselv 1S gol

tney ha oing to
,tak/e a lot of work, and a lot of awake ,; byga lag of
people. And:the government has to wake up and start

listening to people. - We are going to have to ha
more consideration on the part of the corporal .

polluting; they are one of the worst offen
necessarily the best to be the biggest.
necessarily the best to have the most prod
ot the products being put out are makin
unhealthier, and this should be looked into at
more depth; and they' are not really mak k
havppl‘er. We are going fo have to have a
thinking; ‘it is going to take a whole

overqigh_t. ’it. 13 going o take time, But | 4m very
certi{n.lxt. is going to work out for the be )
mankind and our survival if we all work too,

make it happen. e




