Over the years this gentle-
mhan has served the commun-
ity as Justice of the Peace,
‘welfare administrator, tax

collector, and Industrial Com-
missioner, The great im-
poster, he most assuredly is
not, and his secretary of
twelve years will gladly in-
form you that Willilam Court-
ney is the man ‘who has his
fingers on the pulse of Tor-
onto Township. A

Bill was ushered into the
rworld in County Antrim, Ire-
land, in 1904 He emigrated
to Canada with his parents
three years later and in the
'years that followed he pur-
‘sued his education at River-
idale Collegiate and Port Cré-
dit high schogls. .’

A goodly portion of Bill's
‘younger days were taken up
‘with sporting endeavours; he
‘fondly recalls pitching on the
Port Credit. Senior baseball
team which_copped the Lake-
shore Chanipionship in 1926.
His talentg:'were diversified
and when “.the opportunity
presented itgelf Bill joined the
Duluth hockey club in the
American Hockey League; he
closed out his career with
Kitchener of the Internation-
al league.
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! Mr. Courtney plays the
rgame of life with the same
intestinal fortitude and en-
thusiasm he put into athlet-
ics. He started out in the
Township as a tax collector
in 1931, from there he spring
boarded to treasurer, a pos-
ition he held until 1952. The
coming years brought in-
creasing responsibilities for
Mr. Courtney to shoulder. His
duties as industrial advisor
led him to accept the position
of welfare administrator in
1938 and in the year 1954 he
was rewarded for his efforts
by being appointed Industrial
Commissioner for Toronto
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Township. This appointment
came on the heels of an ap-
pointment as justice of the
peace which is a major un-
dertaking in itself,
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Bill is now 61 years old,

he has been married 36 years
and has 2 children, Bruce and
Peggy, and on a wall in his

office he has prominently dis-

played a picture of his four
grandchildren. He has lived
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with his wife, the former
Vera Young of Brampton, in
a lovely home on Sheppard

1942,
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His girl Friday, secretary
Betty Ann Williamson, gave
another picture of Mr.
Courtney. She informed me
that he is very much interest-
ed in aiding retarded children
and has helped out in numer-
ous fund raising schemes in
the county. She also point-

!ed out that her working
twelve years for Mr. Court-
‘ney speaks for itself.

! Some day in the near fut-
ure Mr, Courtney would like
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to write a book on his im-
pressions and insights obtain-
ed through working hand in
hand with the Township. ~ He
can recall in the early-30's
when there were only three
permanent employees on the
Township staff; today there
are over 600. In the span of
35 years he has worked under
twelve Reeves and he hasten-
ed to point out that in the
past ten years he has receiv-
ed more than enough co-oper-
ation from that office.

His
that he has stored in his
mind a welter of facts on the
topographical layout of most

any area in the township and:

secretary mentioned

he is on first name basis with ‘

over three-quarters of the
large land owners in the
municipality. He is

espec-

ially proud of the Sheridan

Park Research Community.

He was also instrumental in

the formulation of the plans
for the area and if all goes

well, it will be the largest Re-

gearch Community in North
America.

Bill Courtney’s meteoric
rise in the Township has
closely paralleled the rapid
expansions of industrial de-
velopment, -In 1954 there
were thirty seven industries
in the Township; today there
are 300," -Industries don’t al-
ways tome to the Township
without a-gentle prodding and
with tHiE“in mind, Bill has

done extensive travelling in’
the United States soliciting:
with a great deal of success’
in the New York and Chic-"

ago areas,

Many men in Bill Court- .
“ney's position find that their

time is not their own, but
Rill is not a member of this
group. He is an inveterate
Argonaut football fan and
wouldn't miss a home game.
With no reservations, he

calmly stated that the Yyear

1966 will bring a Grey Cup
victory for his team, It is
just this optimistic go for-

ward approach which has put’

-Bill in the place in the com-

munity which he deserves.




