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For former Glenforest Secon-
dary School student Edward
Clements, school the second time
around was a whole new ball-
game. And this time, they paid
him to show up and have fun.

Clements, star of the film
Metropolitan, showing at this
week’s Festival of Festivals in
Toronto, says his high school
days were a far cry from the
non-stop socializing in which his
movie character Tom Townsend
partakes.

“I was more of a loner in high
school,” says Clements, now 27..
“My interests were in the drama
club and academics, 1 wasn't
that socially adept.”

Under the guidance of drama
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teacher Karen Borzak, Clements
played a footman in Pygmalion
during his Grade 9 year at Glen-

forest, and in his final year
played a T-Bird in the school’s
production of Grease. ‘

After his high school gradua-
tion, Clements went on to study
accounting and marketing at
Brampton’s Sheridan College.
Following stints as a manager
for both Eaton’s and Toronto's
Pickle Barrel restaurant, Cle-
ments spent three years selling
advertising space for a Catholic
Church publication,

While selling ad space by day,
Clements moonlighted as an
actor for the University of Tor-
onto Alumni Theatre, performed
West Side Story for the Etobi-
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coke Music Theatre; atid appeared
in the Canadian television series
The Campbells,

But then two family tragedies —
his brother and mother died within
two years of each other — promp-
ted Clements to reconsider his ca-
reer options.

“I just decided life’s too short,
and I'd always wanted to pursue a
career in acfing. So I went for it,”
said Clements, whose father
George was a CBC cameraman for
35 years and still lives ir Missis-
sauga. :

‘Clements, a former paper car-
rier for The Mississauga News, au-
ditioned for theatre schools in hoth
Canada and the United States, be-
fore being accepted into the presti-
gious Circle in the Square Theatre
School in New York City.

Four months before graduation,
Clements beat out 1,000 other
actors for the lead role in Whit
Stillman’s Metropolitan — a film

,000 to produce, - Clements has starred in a Vermont
i im play entitled Do Black Patent
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