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By JO ANN SMITH-GIBSON ‘
Staff Writer

Life behind the bench of the Boston Bruins was not .

- always an easy one for NHL coach Don | Ql‘]g_r,ry, but
_back in 1978 coaching the “lunch pail gang” was a lot

easier for Cherry than facing the tragedy that had in-
vaded his home life. )

Chetry admits now that the strain of coaching those
years was rothing compared to the anguish he ex-
perienced watching the deterioration of his young son,
Tim, who was suffering severe kidney disease.

“In hockey you have to deal with a lot of injuries and
blood,” said Don, ‘‘but most of us are big babies when
it comes to needles. I would gladly have donated my
Kidney for Tim, but I just couldn’t watch the needles
involved in dialysis.” ‘ ‘

‘The Cherrys’ ordeal began as edrly as 1976 when
Tim, then 13 years old, developed a disease of the
joints. The swelling in his elbows and knees was kept
under partial control by steroids, but after two years

of treatment, his Kidneys were slowly being

destroyed. ’

“Liess than 2 per cent of both his kidneys were func-
tioning,”" explained Rose Cherry, the less famous, but
quiet force in the Cherry family, .

This fotal kidney f{ailure resulted in intensive
dialysis treatment tfor Tim- who visited’ th.e famed
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Boston General Hospital three times a week for
treatments that each lasted four hours.

Don describes wife Rose as the hero of that six-
month saga of their lives,

“I'm afraid I coped the least well,” admits Don. “I
tried to keep out of it as inuch as I could. 1 was almost
happy when the team went out of town.”

While Don was kept busy with his coaching duties,
Bose coped as best she could with an extremely ill 13-
year-old boy. .

“I guess everyone goes through the same phase, but
we kept thinking, ‘Why us?’ " said Rose. “All through
that worst stage I never spoke (o anyone who had been
through the same experience and could offer a word of
encouragement.”

MISSED SCHOOLS
" The effects of Tim's kidney disease were so

~ debilitating that he missed an entire year of school

and was confined to bed for most of this time.

Throughout  this  period of constant dialysis
treatments the possibilily of a kidney transplant kept

Rose going.

“Almost every time I’d see the doctor 1'd ask liim
when we could go for & tansplant,” remembers Rose.

Finally, when all signs of the original joint disease
had disappeared, (he doctor proclaimed Tim ready for
a transplant. ‘
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At this poiut, all members of the Cherry family in-
cluding 20-yeéar-old daughter Cindy were tested for
lissue compaiibility, ~ i

“Don and I'were 80 per cent compatible, which is not

“too bad but not good either,” explained Rose, “but

Cindy was a 100-per-cent match;”'" :

Throughout most of Tim’s illness, Cindy had been
attending college in Kingston, Ontario, and she was
shocked on her return to Boston to see how radically
his condition had deteriorated. ;

“I didn’t realize how sick Tim really was,” said Cin-
d . .
When the preliminary testing revealed that Cindy’s
compatibility was similar to that of an identical twin
there was no doubt in her mind that she would give one
of her kidneys to brother Tim. ‘

‘“There was teally no question of whether to do it or
not," said Cindy, who pooh-poohs the notion of beéing
any kind of herc. “We knew it was going to be one of us -
to do it - it just happened to be me. As far as danger
and risking your life — il’s just not like that.” '

Rose remembers watching as her only two children

were wheeled together into the operating room. She
alse remembers the long wait.

.“I'can still see them both being wheeled up the
hallway,” sajd Rose. ‘““Then we sat and waited and
waited. I don’t think I've ever prayed so hard in my

See KIDNEY, page C2
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After .

_, ‘brother and 51ster team were wheel-.
ed back out of the operating room it
soon  became apparent that the

operation had been asuccess. =~ .. ‘-

./~ OUTOFBED

~““Tim was up, out of bed and in to .
visn me on the day of the opera-
tion,” said Cindy. “We broke the
record ' for being in and out of
hospital the fastest.” S

Cindy was home in seven days and
" back .at work after a further two .
week’s recuperation. Tim returned
‘home after a 10-day hospital stay,
returning to school not long after. -

- “Right after Tim came out of the
operation, they had intravenous. -
flushing through,” said Don, “As I"
sat there watching, I could see the
color coming into his face minute by
minute. He had been pasty white for
three years and I was seeing color in
bis face for the first time. If other
people could see a miracle like that
there would be no hesitation about
donaiing kidneys. '1t’s too bad you
have to go through something like
this to make you incre aware.” .
Throughout Cindy . and Tim’s
recuperaiion peériod, players from
the Bosion Bruins and league .

referees were constant visitors to -

the hocpital. Cindy remembers how
one evening the referees dropped -

in, and asked if her tather was gomg ’

to visit that night. She answered he
as planning on coming after that

‘night’s gamie, if it was over intime,
- “I watched the game that night
and you should have seen the things

the refs let go, just so dad would get
to the hospital in time,* said Cindy.
"I reminded Don ahout this and

told him that refs are human beings, .
- t00,” chimed in Rose. “He was nice

to them for about three months after

~_—but that’s all!”
. -Today, Tim Cherry is a student at

" Mohawk College in Hamilton and in-
cludes in his hobbies swimming,
waterskiing, weightlifting, - and

* street hockey. The only remaining
' . sign of his kidney disease is medica-

tion he must take for the rest of his
life. .

“The only thing he. really had to
give up was hockey,” said Rose, "
“When he took ill, he had been play- -

ing on three teams. He was heart-
broken that - he

.hockey »
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- As for Cindy, she finds that life
with one kidney is m.lch the same as

‘it was with two. : .
~ “Having one kidney doesn t affect
you at all,” she said. ‘“Your body can

. survive on one with no problem,

The Cherrys’ story of kidney

‘disease has a happy. ending, but not
all families experience such success

- with kidney transplants. . "

couldn’t play . - for

| awareness,
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Kidney donor can give
'atlent a second chance

There are currently 950 kldneypa
tients” in Ontario on dialysis

- machines. Of these, 600 are suitable
“for transplants and are waiting for

the proper kidney. .
“There are about 200 transplants a
year in .Ontario,” -said Martha

MacGray, campaign assistant for

‘the Toronto and District Chapter of

the Kidney Foundation. - ““‘Approx-

. imately 80 per cent of these will go

ontolead normal lives.”
As part of Kidney Month, can-

 vassers will be campaigning door to

door = throughout the - month of
March.

'"Carol Nicholson, team leader for
canvassing in M1551ssauga stresses
that volunteers are badly needed to

- make this campaign a success.

Last year, the Mississauga Divi-

. sion raised only $2,000 and the\lr aim

for this year is $6,000.

Money raised will go towards
medical research, summer camps
kidney patients, and their
programs in public’
early detection pro-
grams and an organ donors pro-
gru -
Anyone thmkmg of volunteeltncr

families,

‘to help canvass or those consxdern,g

filling out the necessary form for a

. kidney donation should think of the

Cherrys and remember how o¢ne
kldney can change alife, . °

Call 624-4781 if you'd like to be a
part of asuccess story.




