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Long-time
voltifiteer

lr}onored
Sergean V&%lllam Brooking
has qmte a lengthy record —

service record that is, not
criminal,

Brooking was honored Satur-
day night as the Knights of .
Columbus presented the veter-
an Peel Regional Police officer
with its annual Humanitarian
Award.

Since 1969, Brooking, 56,
has been a member of the
Credit Valley Lions Club and
currently serves as Regional
Chairman for the group.

The City of Mississauga East- '
er Seals Committee has also
benefitted from Brooking’s
generosity since 1973, Today,
he’s chairman of the club that
provides supports for physical-
ly disabled people.

Brooking also holds the posi-
tion of chairman of Easter |
Seals’ Mississauga Crippled
Children Committee that pro-
vides wheelchairs, transporta-
tion and day camps for youths
with physical handicaps.

As president of St. Hilary's .
Community Care Centre,
Brooking looks after the
staffing and financial supervi-
sion of the day care centre. He
is currently involved with find-
ing a new locations for St. Hi-
lary’s so the centre can be ex-
panded to include senior
citizens’ services,

Brooking is also known for
his volunteer coaching of

‘minor hockey and participa-
tion in Sunshine Foundation
events.

The Mississauga resident has
been a Peel police officer since
1968. He is currently assigned
to the Traffic Services Section
of Peel Regional Police.




iew of invasion from above

rom his grandstand seat in the
sky, Cecil Brown could see the

. D-Day invasion:unfold before
his very eyes.

The Canadian Spitfire pilot flew twice
across the English Channel to “Juno” beach
on June 6, 1944.

“It was breathtaking really because at
1,500 feet you could almost recognize peo-
ple on the ground,” says Brown, a member
of Royal Canadian Air Force Squadron 403,
who lives in Mississauga.

“We flew up and down over the beach
and we could see all the equipment and the
men wading through the water and the
Ianding craft lowering their ramps and
tanks coming off.”

Brown, 76, says he suspected a major
invasion was planned because for weeks
before D-Day heavy traffic headed towards
seaports in southern England. Brown was
stationed at Tangmers, near Chichester.

Starting about midnight on June §,
Brown says he and his fellow squadron
members could hear heavy bombers going
over to France. “You were supposed to be
sleeping, but you could hardly sleep with
the noise overhead all night.”

Brown, a flight lieutenant, and his
cohiorts were roused at about 5 a.m. and
began to prepare for flights across the
channel, Brown says he had helped paint
the Allies’ white and black D-Day stripes on
his Spitfire Mark IXB two days earlier.

“The planning was just superb and the

“amount and the accuracy of the planning

was just staggering,” he says. Brown, a
retired Ford industrial relations manager,
says his job was to help protect Juno beach
from enemy aircraft. He took off at about
11.30 a.m. with thousands of fighter pilots
who flew in a stack formation ranging from
about 457 to 4,570 metres (1,500 to 15,000
feet) in altitude. Brown was assigned to the
lowest altitude and he managed to keep an
eye on activities below as he flew over.

“The English Channel seemed to be solid
ships from the shore of England teo the
beachhead. It was such an awe-inspiring
thing to see the number of ships taking part
and to see the number of aircraft taking
part: The sky was full of airplanes.”
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“We saw the whole scene underneath. It
was just an unbelievable sight, We'll never
see anything like that again.”
Don Campbel], another Mississauga resi-
dent, says he made five return trips to
France in single-engine Typhoons on D-Day.
The flying officer began at about 5.30 am.
and finished at about 6.30 p.m. He was on
loan to the Royal Air Force from the Royal
Canadian Air Force.

“We were looking for German tanks, rail
transportation vehicles — anything we
could see to try to keep them (ememy) from
bringing supplies in that could be used
against the Allied forces.

Campbell says he helped destroy some
supplies and at one point had to return to
England after being hit by enemy fire.

“T came back
with eight or
nine holes in
the wings and
the fuselage of
the aircraft. You
couldn’t help it
because they
were firing all
sorts of things.”

But Camp-
bell, 73, a
grandfather of
two, says he
wasn't fright-
ened. He was already accustomed to war-
fare after flying on missions into France
and Holland for 4% years prior to D-Day.

Cecit Brown, seated at right, waits for the signal to “scram-
ble” at the Royal Canadian Air Force 403 Squadron airfield at Tangmere in
1944. The other Spitfire pilots are (from left) Mac Gordon, Harry Boyle, Jim
Preston, Bill Whittaker and Peter Logan. Inset, Brown poses with his aircraft.




