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4 One week after his 91st birthday, Johnny Bow-
3 er is still happy to make public appearances,
4 spending Sunday at the Powerade Centre to
¥ watch the Bramipton Beast beat the Kalama-
# 2zooWings 6-3in ECHL action.
“Ilove coming out to things like this,” said the
_obmgo Mississauga resident and Toronto Ma-
{ ple Leafs legend, nicknamed “The China Wall”
¢ forhis stopping powet. “I enjoy it very much be-
cause if I sat around and watched television all
the time, I'd probably be dead by now”

Along with Coach’s Comer host Don Cher-

honour for the Beast’s Remembrance Day pre-
game ceremony.

Bower served four years in the Canadian
. Army during the Second World War, lying
about his age to enlist as a 15-year-old in 1940.

-He was discharged in 1943 due to theuma-
toid arthritis and returned home to Prince Al-
. bert, Saskatchewan to play junior hockey.

“There were two fellows from the Indian re-
serve in Prince Albert and they went to Dieppe
because the holding unit that was there need-
ed some new guys to fill it} Bower said.

“Ihey didn’t come back and I felt bad. They
were good hockey players too, real good hock-
ey players. I give them a lot of credit because
they fought for their country” .

Bower has attended Beast games around
this time of year since 2013 for Remembrance
Day festivities and Em team is w-c with him in
the building. :

‘He played in goal mE.Em a time where .

ry, Bower was invited to the game as a guestof .

, ﬂowoao Maple Leafs wam:&orzzk onmw was at m::mmwm Brampton Beast game and ma:mm autographs for
hundreds of fans, SQ:QSm\mnow Mallion. photo by lain Colpitts
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-goalie equipment Emm much smaller than it is
today. With the ongoing debate about re-in-
~ stituting smaller pads and other equipment at

the NHL level, Bower sees the mHmEde from
both sides.

- ] i

“If T had the equipment they have right.

now, maybe I might still be, playing” he-said
with alaugh. ,

“It's hard for forwards to score goals be-
cause they cover halfthe net, but (goalies) have
to have that protection nowbecause they shoot
it pretty hard. When I was playing, I could feel
just about every shot, not just me, but Jacques

Plante just about got killed until Em% devel-

oped the mask”

Even in his early 90s Bower still has a driv-
er'slicence and managed to play five rounds of
golfthis year and 11 last year.

With a coin, stamp, street and Walk of Fame
star in his name, Bower is a Canadian icon
and is always very generous with his time, still
devating a lot of his schedule to public- ap-

pearances and autograph signings because

he grew up in a poor family and said he has
always looked for ways to give back.

Bower was a vital piece for the Maple Leafs
in their last Stanley Cup victory in 1967 and al-

that stage again, Bower likes the direction the.

.Hme is going in under the direction of 82&

Mike Babcock.

-~ thoughit maystill take the team awhile togetto

“He’s a very demanding coach and if the

guys listen to him, they'll win” he said. “He’s
stricttoall of them and ifyou don” tplay theway
he wants you to, you watch, later on you'll be

Punch (Imach) was too”

- sitting on the bench. That's the way (my coach)



