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"Hey Rob - we need a front-page photo - fast"

¢ Rob Beintema never looked like he was working hard, — The true test of a skilful newspaper pho-

z o . : tographer is not the celebration after the win-

: even when he was, says John Stewart. ning goal is scored, the scattered road rem-

v Ny Na {1 2018 nants of a bad collision or the disappointment
. / -

of an athlete caught at the preak moment of fa-
tigue and despair, wiping away tears as a gal-
lant effort falls short.

The true test of a skilful newspaper pho-
tographer is a dim school gym where a dozen
dignitaries, one gigantic cheque and 400 kids
await. The shouting, jostling kids (and several
nﬁmg%vmiﬁoguﬁmgobwmmmw

- Enter the professional.

Over almost four decades working with
Rob Beintema, I've seen dozens of variations
of this theme and marvelled as Photographer-

_ . General Beintema
takes command of the |
battleground. |

Hesnapsafewoblig- |
atory,. politically- cor-
rect "et's get everybody
in this ome" shots,
4 | which wiltbe summari-

cgjoled into intriguing
Column angles. HeTl model the

) setup himself, mugging outrageously as he

projects an elbow, eliciting laughter and evap-
orating stress. . : :
He takes a few "samples” until everyone's |

comfortable, cracks a joke that initiates natu- |,
ral across-the-board smiles. In the next sec- "

oa-g-ﬁouowwgv&oaggmw?
lizes they've just been brillianttym ]
into another Rob photo transforming the
mundane into the memarable.

. Sometimes, it's even different enough to
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yellowing for yearsamder a fridge magnet.
That's thé artofth@gress photographer, an
art slowly dying as the Rob Beintemas and
Fred Loeks of this ‘world leave our news-
Loek, Beintema's comrade-in-cameras un-
til his death in 3015, always called Rob the best.
: waugmgmgaﬁdmgbngoﬁ
decades. He's the last full-time employee from

. The Mississauga Times, which merged with

The News in 1981

Thankfully, a bew flilftime photographer .
is being hired to try tb geplace Rob. Maybe

there's hope for our industry yet. ,,
Part of Beintema's skill setis his noncha-

* lance, which has relazed innumerable sub-

Jects and infuriated innumerable editors. He
b@mﬁoowmnﬁym&méﬂonﬁbmg even
when he was. . , .

The words Beintema dreaded most were:

. "We need a front page,” usually issued last-

second, on deadline.

He always managed to miraculously come
back with one.

What makes a real prois his internal stan-
dard

. g day is different,"” he says. "Tt's very

creative because it's all on you, Whatever you

waumgow?oﬁguow-#mwﬁouwos...

Rob's incredibly consistet work over de-
cades of Santa Claws parades, sports dinners

ngggmmggm@aomﬁwmﬁhi
shooter. . ,
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* ist with the Mississauga News. His column),

. My Back Pages, appears each week}

! . | lydeletedlater. Thenhe
. sets the frame of essen- |-
i D ~ JOHN STEWART tal bodies; twisted and




