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Executive Summary

Our waterfront is more than a shoreline – 
it’s a community.   

Inspiration Port Credit (IPC) is about embracing the important history of Port 
Credit while envisioning a bright, new future for the waterfront. Through IPC 

the City has been exploring future opportunities on the waterfront .

Throughout the Inspiration Port Credit project, residents, agencies, and 
stakeholders have been engaged in community meetings, “walk-abouts,” bus 

tours, workshops and on-line tools etc.

Inspiration Port Credit has worked to blend the needs and interests of the 
community, landowners, and the City. The right priorities need to be identiied 

now to protect for the future. 

The City’s  Strategic Plan speaks to “...a model, sustainable, creative 
community on the waterfront...” Having worked with the community and 

stakeholders, the vision for the 70 Mississauga Road South site is:

A lakefront urban neighbourhood of 

landscapes, meeting places, living, working, learning 

and drawing people to the water’s edge to play.

The revitalization of the site should transform it to a vibrant and 
active destination that showcases sustainable, diverse living, unique 

recreation choices, meaningful economic
opportunities and exciting 

cultural assets that contribute to the Port Credit 
character and quality of life. 

Photo: J.C. Saddington Park, 2003 108



This site should be a distinguished waterfront landmark.

The framework for the 70 Mississauga Road South site presents a 
landscape-based development strategy for this signiicant 
waterfront property. The waterfront opportunities at this site are 
exciting. There is the potential for an exceptional diversity of waterfront 
experiences and ways to access the water both physically and 
visually along the full extent of the site.

The landscape-based and mobility framework establishes key connections 
north to south and along the waterfront. These connections link a 
large waterfront open space to the urban blocks and a waterfront campus.

The urban block structure will be responsive to local 
environmental conditions. These blocks are the basis for an urban waterfront 
neighbourhood with a mix of land uses, compact pedestrian and cycling friendly 
urban forms, and a signiicant public realm. Preservation of natural and cultural 
heritage is an important factor in the guidelines for urban development.

Density on the site should be higher in the centre, transitioning to lower heights at the edges. 
Protection of existing character is balanced with the creation of an urban, 
vibrant mixed-use development as a transit-oriented place to live, work, learn and play.

The purpose of the master planning framework is to set out the requirements for a future master 
plan.  The future master plan must be completed by the redevelopment proponent working in 
conjunction with the City.  The plan must include strategies for site remediation.

The master planning framework consists of the following components as outlined in this document:

• Guiding principles, Key Considerations, Vision, and Drivers
• Directions and Matters to be studied for Sustainability; Parks and Open Space, Public Realm   
 and Natural Heritage; Mobility; Land Use; and Built Form.
• Next Steps and Implementation

109



1.0 Introduction
The City of Mississauga embarked on an exercise to investigate the future 
possibilities for both the 1 Port Street East and 70 Mississauga Road South.  This 
is documented in the Inspiration Port Credit’s (IPC) “Background Report”, dated 
December 2012 and “Charting the Future Course: A Strategic Comprehensive 
Master Plan and Implementation Guide”, dated December 2013 (available on the 
project website at www.inpsirationportcredit.com) .  Both of these documents 
were prepared by an award winning, world class and multi-disciplinary team of 
consultants lead by Stoss Landscape Urbanism, Dillon Consulting Limited, James 
Lima Planning and Development, Sweeney Sterling Finlayson & Co Architects, 
Inc., Woods Hole Group and Soil-Mat Engineers & Consultants Ltd.  These 
documents provide background in support of this master planning framework 
and implementation guide. This was supplemented with community input 
throughout the process.

Photo: Credit River at Lakeshore Road Bridge, 2007 110
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2.0 The Process

IPC has unfolded in a four stage process:

Stage 1: Reconnect 
Connected with the community stakeholders.

Stage 2: Synthesize
Analyzed and gained understanding of existing conditions

Stage 3: Test
Developed and tested alternative conceptual plans and draft 
policy directions

Stage 4: Define 
Reined preferred directions and developed an 
implementation guide

Photo: Inspiraiton Port Credit Public Engagement at Clarke Hall, April 2014
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The Inspiration Port Credit project is founded on innovative 
and comprehensive engagement.  The City actively 
pursued opportunities to create excitement, build mutual 
understanding amongst all stakeholders, incorporate the 
community perspective and hear from a variety of voices.  
The engagement program involved a mix of traditional meet-
and-greet opportunities, interactive events and a strong on-
line presence, including:

• Inspiration Port Credit Café
• Walks and Talks
• Lunch and Learn
• Imagining the Future Ideas Workshop with     
 hands-on activities
• Guided Bus Tour and site walks
• Video 
• Family Story Time
• On-line 24/7 community meeting (enabling    
 polls, blogs, document downloads, multi-media    
 integration)
• Social media blasts
• Community Meeting with rotating break-out    
 discussions
• “Kitchen Table” meetings
• On-line surveys

The IPC Team maintained an open line of communication with 
the landowner to share/exchange information.  

Photo: Inspiration Port Credit Public Engagement at Clarke Hall, December 201212   Inspiration Port Credit   Charting the Future Course: 70 Mississauga Road South Master Planning Framework
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3.0 The Context

3.1 Shoreline
Port Credit’s evolution has involved a long 
history of growth and transformation, especially along 
the shoreline.

The shoreline has experienced changes in its shape 
and extent as evidenced through Diagram 5 (opposite page). 
These changes relect the Lake Ontario shoreline 
transition from industrial and landill use to what 
they are today.

Port Credit is a distinct waterfront community made 
up of a diverse mix of neighbourhoods and public 
spaces. This existing character informs the 
IPC planning work, setting a strong foundation for the future.
IPC seeks to preserve this character while laying the groundwork for 
future change that will integrate 
with this context and enhance the quality of
life in Port Credit.

Preparing for the future requires looking back to the past.

Photo: Port Credit Aerial118
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4.5 Framework Directions

The framework directions around the themes of 
sustainability, open space, mobility, land use, and 
built form are set out here. Also identiied are matters 
requiring further study as part of the master plan. 
Illustrations of the intent of mobility and connections, 
parks, open space and land use patterns are also 
included.

Photo: 70 Mississauga Road South Shoreline, October 2014 131
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