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Sure thing 
Auntie Val.

This is a 
nightmare...

Give me a 
hand with moving 

this carpet?

Stay on the stairs
 Ethan! We got a flood in

 the basement from 
the rain.

Sure thing
 Uncle Raffie!

My
 train!

What’s 
going on?

You have to 
save my train! 

It’s my
 favourite!

Not now Ethan! 
Thomas can you please 

put your cousin 
back in bed?

Come on,   
buddy.

This is a 
nightmare...

Don’t worry
 buddy. We’ll 
get that train

 for you.

The train 
will be 

wrecked!

Nah. I have 
some magic I 
can work on 
that train. 

Good night 
buddy.
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Thomas! 
you look 
different.

Looks like the 
rain stopped.

I hate 
the rain! 

It ruined our 
house and my train 
and there’s nothing 

I can do to stop 
the water.

The rain isn’t 
always bad. Sometimes it 
just gets in the wrong 

places. Come on, there’s 
someone I want 

you to meet.

Stormwater science:
keep catchbasins clear of 

debris to keep them working!

i can help 
with that 
buddy.

come
on.

someone 
else wants to 

meet you.

do you 
know what
 this is?

yeah, it’s a 
catchbasin.

not to fear. 
that’s just 

the catchbasin 
creature.

normally he 
gulps down 

rainwater that 
flows on the 

street...

...but he’s 
blocked by 
leaves and 
garbage.

help me~
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Stormwater science:
Never enter confined spaces like 
stormdrain outfalls to prevent injury.

That’s an 
outfall. The 

rainwater flows 
down the

 catchbasin, 

along the 
storm drains 
and comes 
out here.

Cool! 
Can we 
go in?

Oh no. 
You don’t want 
to go in there. 

There’s a cage on it 
for a reason.
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This is a 
stormwater 
management 

pond. 

It collects
 rainwater and holds it 
back from flooding 

homes.

Wow! 
Can I swim
 with them?

Oh no. 
That’s no place 
for people. 

They may help
 hold back floodwater, 

but they don’t want 
anyone to go into 

their pond….

…they’ll even 
get you in the 

winter if you go out 
on the ice.

 They scratch the 
ice from underneath 

to make it weak so you
 fall through.
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Have you 
always been 

here?

Yes. I can’t 
leave my 

watershed…

…but that 
means when the 

water gets polluted,
 I get sick.

This is the 
Water Sprite. She 
looks after the 

creatures and plants 
of the creek.

Every creek 
has its own 
Water Sprite. 

welcome to 
my creek. you 

call it sheridan 
creek but i 

call it home.

Wow! Can I 
come and play with 
you the next time

 it rains?

Oh no.

she gets much 
larger when it rains. And 
at times like that, she’s 
not very careful with 

little boys.

She gets 
wilder every year. The 

more that we remove trees 
and plants and pave over the 
area, the more water that 

goes into her creek
 during s during storms.

You look 
tired. Why don’t
 we go home?

Stormwater science:
Heavy rain makes creeks and their banks unsafe 
for people and pets. Keep clear of high water.
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But if the 
water belongs in 

the catchbasin and the 
outfall and the pond 

and the creek,

WHAT 
ABOUT ME? 

why is it in 
my house? And 
what about my 

train???

I’m still soggy 
and it makes it difficult 
to keep all of you dry. 

I need your help.

What can
 I do?

Don’t forget
 my train.

 I promise.

if you and 
your parents 

can look after 
me, I do better at 

keeping you all dry. 
Even your train.

Lots. Let 
me show you.    

your parents 
can even install a 
backflow valve 
or a sump pump.

fix any cracks 
in my foundation or 
around my windows 

and doors;

disconnect
 my downspouts;

Your parents can 
fix the grading and slope 
so the rainwater runs away 

from me;
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And I’m going 
to help you fix 

our house. There’s a 
lot we can do to 

keep the rain 
out next time.

Well, we 
can all start right 
now. Get in the car! 
We’re going to the 
hardware store.You fixed 

my train!

Look at 
what else I 

cleaned up last 
night. It’s good 

as new! 

Let’s go 
down and have 

some breakfast, 
buddy.

Oh. 
Maybe... 

Whoa! 
What are you 

talking about? It 
sounds like you had 

one crazy dream 
last night. 

Thomas! 
That was amazing! 
Let’s go visit the 

Water Sprite 
again! 

The rain has 
stopped so 
it’s safe!

Hey
 buddy.

There’s that
 stormwater pond! That 
reminds me, I had the 

craziest dream
 last night...

The end.
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Watch for the other titles in the series!

Stormwater Comics Series





The Stormwater Team would like to thank the TD 
Friends of the Environment Foundation for their kind 
fi nancial support of the creation of these storm-
water educational comics. We would also like to 
thank our artists (all recent graduates of Sheridan 
College’s Visual Arts program) for their amazing en-
ergy, hard work and creativity and to the youth of 
Mississauga for whom these messages are intend-
ed. Stay positive, stay informed and your choices 
and actions can make a diff erence.

- The Stormwater Team

Young Ethan takes a magical journey to discover 
stormwater infrastructure and learns how to stay 
safe around stormwater.

To report spills or discharges into the 
storm system: call 3-1-1 or 
905-615-4311 outside of the city.
Website: mississauga.ca/portal/stormwater
E-mail: stormwater@mississauga.ca
Instagram: @saugastormwater

Illustrated by Michelle Dix
Website: Michelledix.com
Instagram: @MichelleDixArt

This publication is provided for information purposes only. The Corporation of the City of 
Mississauga (“City”) or its licensors own the copyright to all material in this publication. The 
City or the applicable third party licensor retains ownership to the copyright in all content 
in this publication including images, illustrations, designs, and written and other materials 
(“Content”). The Content includes valuable trade-marks, names, copyrights, and other pro-
prietary material owned and used by the City and/or third party licensors. The trademarks 
and other intellectual property owned, controlled or licensed by the City are protected by 
intellectual property laws and regulations. You may copy material in limited quantities from 
this publication for your personal non-commercial use provided that the City’s copyright 
and/or trade-mark notices remain affi  xed to the copied material. The Content may not 
otherwise be used or transmitted without the prior written permission of the City except in 
accordance with the provisions of the Copyright Act.

1. Clear catchbasins of leaves and   
debris from the boulevard so water 
can fl ow.

2. Keep clear of creeks during and 
after heavy rain when the water level 
rises.

3. Stay away from Stormwater chan-
nels, outlets and ponds.

4. Always slow down and follow safety 
instructions near road construction 
work.

Stormwater
safety

there ’s 
time to 
learn about 
stormwater...

SMART STORMWATER TIPS:
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